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is ot RI Yo . 
ber; attheir Diſſolution, upon Monday 
RR lane) 22.2654 
Faq Perccive, you archere as the Houſe of Parliament, 
&} D = | by your Speaker, whom I ſee here, and by your fas 
V2 NS Aj Ces, which are, in a great meaſure, known to me. 
a I Sl ; Whenl firſt met you in this Room, it was, to 
USL wit {| my apprehenſion, the hopefulleſt day that ever 
M5 [A nn mine eyes ſaw, as to conſiderations ofthis Worlds 
FE=ZR==2>) For lT didlookat ( as wrapt up in you, together 
with my ſelf ) the hopes and the happineſs of (though not of the 
greateſt, yet a very great, and) the beſt people in the World ;and truely 
and unfeignedly I thought ſo ; as a People that have the higheſt and the 
cleareſt profeſsion among them, of the greateſt glory ( to wit) Reli- 
eion ; as a People that have been like other Nations, ſametimes up, 
and ſometimes down, in our honour in the world, but yet never fo 
low, but we might meaſure with other Nations; and a People that have 
had aſtamp upon them from God, God having ( as it were ) ſummed 
ll Our former Glory and Honour, in the things that are of Glam ec 
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(2) 
we khew one another at home, andare well known abread. 

And ( if Ibe not very much miſtaken) we were arrived ( asI, and 
trucly, as [ believe, many others did think ) at a very fafe Port, where 
we might fit down, and contemplate the diſpenfations of God, and 
Our mercies, and might know Our mercies not to have been like to 
thoſe of the Anticnts, who did make out their Peace and Proſperity,zs 
they thought, by their own endeavours ; who could not ſay, as We, 
That all Ours were let dowa to Us fron God himſelf, whole Appets 
rances and Providences amonglt Us are not to be outmatched by any 
vtory, , 

Truly this was Our condition. and I know nothing el{e we had to 
do, fave as 1/rael was commanded, inthac inolt excellent Pſalm ot D a- 
vid, Plal.78.v. 4, 5.6, 7. The things which we have heard and known, 
«nd our Fathers have toli ns, we will not hide them from their Children, 
fhewing to the Generation to come the praiſe of the Lord, an1his ſtren goth, 
and his wonderful works which he hath done ; for heeſtabliſhed a Teſti- 
mony in Tacob, and appointed a Law in L(racl, which he co 
Fathers that they ſhould make them known to their Ch 
Generation to come might know them, even the Chi dren which ſbou 
born, who ſhould ariſe and declare them to their Chilazen, that 
might ſet their hope in God, and not forget the works of Gody bat , 
Commandments. TT 

This I thought had been a Song and a Work*werthy"of.-Z+7/ard, 
whereunto you might have happily invited them,” had you had Hearts 
Unto it. 

_ You had this opportanity faircly delivered-unto.you; And if a Hiſtory 
Shall be written of theſe times, an4 of tranſa&tions, it will be aid (1t 
Will not be denyed ) but that theſe things that I have ſpoken are true. 

This Talent was put into your hands, and | ſhall recur to that which - 
I ſaid atthe fiſt, I came with-very great joy, and contentment, and 
comfort, the firſt time I met you in this Place ; But we and theſe Nati- 
ons are, for the preſent, under fone diſappointment. If I had purpoſ- 
ed to have plaid the Orator, which I did never affe&, nordo, nor I 
Hope ſhall, I doubt not but upon eaſie ſuppofitions, which I am per- 
__ every one among you will grant, we did meet upon ſuch hopes 
as theſe. 
; T met you a ſecond time here, and I confeſs at that meeting I had 
much abatement of my hopes, though not a totalfruſtration. 1 confeſs 
natthat which dampt my hopes, ſo ſoon, was ſomewhat that did look 
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(3) 
of Afﬀairs did.favour of a #ot-owning too too much ſavour I fay of anotz 
owning the Authority that called you-hither ; but God left us not with 
out an expedient that gave aſccond Poſ53bility, ſhall I jay, a poſibility? 

itſcemed to Me a probability of recovering out of that Diſſatisfied (on- 
4:tion We were all then in, towards ſome. mutuality of Satisfattion, 
and therefore by that Recognition, ſuiting with the Indentare that re- * 
turned you hither, to which afterwards alſo was added your own De- 
olaration, conformable to and in acceptance o!:, that Expedient, where- 
by you had (though with alittle check ) another opportunity renewed 
unto youto have made this Nation as happy as it could have been, if 
every thing had imoochly run on fron chat firlt hour of your meeting, 

And indeed ( you will give me liberty of my thoughts and hopes ) I 
did think , asI have formerly found in that way that ] have been enga» 
gedas a Souldier, : hat ſomeaffronts put up.n us, ſoine diſaſters at the 
firit, have made way for very great and happy Succelles. 

Ard I did not at all de/pord, but the Stop put upon you, would in like 
manner have made wav for ableſsing from God, tha: that Interrwption 
being, as : thought, neceſſary to divert you from deltrucive and vio- 
I:at proceedings, to give tunefor better Deliberati ns ; whereby, lea- 
ving theGoyE RkNMENT as you found ir, you might have proceeded 
to haye made thoſe good and whol'ome Laws, which the People ex- 
peRed from you, and might have anſwered the Grievances, and /ertled 
thoſe other things proper to you as a Parliamert, and for which yan 
would have had thanks, from all that intruſte.: you, | 

What hath h.pned fince that time, 1 have not taken publick notice 
of, as declining to intrench upon Parliament 2riviledges : For ture I 
ain, you will all bear me witneſs,that from your entring into the Hoxſe 
upon the Recognition, to this very day, you have had no manner of 1z- 
terruption or Hindrance of mine, in proceeding to that bleſied iflue the 
heart of a good man could propole to himſelf, to this very day. 

You {ce you have me verie much lockt up as to what you tranſatted 
among your ſelves from that time to this, but ſomthing I ſhall take lt- 
berty to ſpeak of to you, As I may not take notice what you have been 
doing, ſoI think I have a very great liberty to teſfFou, that I do not 
know what you hve been doing, I do not know whether you have 
been alive or dead, I haye not once Heard from you in all this time, I 
have not,and that youall know: If that bea fault that I have not, ſurely 
it hath not been mine, 

ly thoughts, and have ſat downby them, why 
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jadped Ynconterned in'all theſe buſineſſes: Tean aſſure you, T have not 
reckoned my ſelf, nor did I reckon my ſelf wnconcerxedin you, and ſo 
long as any Tuft patience could ſupport my expeRations, I would have 
waited to theuntermoſt to have received from you the iſſues of your 
Conſultations and Reſelntions; 1 have been carcful of your Safety, & the 
 * Safety of thoſe that yourepreſented,to whom I om my ſelf a Seryant; 
5 


But what eſſages have I diſturbed you withall? What jury or 
Indignit y hath been done or offered, cither to your Perſons, or to any 
Priviledges of P arliament, ſince youſat? I looked at my (elf, as tric- 
ly obliged by my Oath ſince your Recognizing theGovERNMENT, in 
the Authority of which you were called hither, and fate, to give you 
all poſgible ſecurity, and to keep you from any wn-Parliamentary Inter- 
ruption, 

Think you T could not ſay more upon this ſubjeR, if I liſted to ex- 
paciate thereupon ; but becauſe my ations plead for me: I thall ſay no 
more of this, 

I fay, Ihave been caring for you, your quiet ſitting, caring for your 
Priviledges ( as I faid before) that they might not be /nterrapted, have 
been ſecking of God, fromthegreatGod,a Bleſſing upon you, fand.a 
Bleſſing upon theſe Nations ; I have been (conſulting, if poſsiblic I 
might in any thing promote, in my Place, the real good of this Parlia- 
went, of the hopetulneſs of which I have ſaid ſo much unto you. 

And I did think it tobe my buſineſs, rather to ſee the utmoſt iſſue, 
and what God would produce by you, thanunſeaſonably to intermed- 
dle with you. But as I ſaid before, I have been caring for you, and for 
the peace and quiet of the Nations, ind:ed I have,and that I ſhall alittle 
preſently maniteft unto you. | | 

And it leadeth me to let you know fomwhat that I fear, I fear will 
be through ſome interpretation a little too juſtly put upon you, while 
you have been imployed as you have been ( and 1n all that time expreſ- 
ſedin the GOVE RNMBNT, inthat GOVERNMENT, I fay, in that 
GOVERNMENT )brought foit? nothing that you your ſclves ſay can 
be taken notice of without inf-ingment of ycur Priviledges. 

I will tell you ſomwhar, that { if it benot news to you ) I wiſh 
you had taken very (crious conſideration of ; if it be zews, 1 wiſh | had - 
acquainted you with it ſooner : And yetif any man willask me why [ 
did it not,the Reaſon is given already, becauſe I did make it my bufinels 
to give you no interruption, 


There be ſome Trees thit will not grow under the Sa4ow of othe 


oO 
tothtiveunder the adow of other Trees : I will tell you what have 
thriven, I will not ſay what you have cher5/6ed under your /dadow, that 


were no wor. _— bp the __ Settlement, bogey p95 Mercy 
and Truth being br together, Righteouſneſs and Peace kiſring each 
other, by marting he honeſt Prople of theſe Nation:, and ding 
the woful Ditempers that are —_—_ ns, ( which had bcen glorious 
things, and worthy of Chr:iſtiavs to have propoſed) Weeds and Nettles, 
Briars and Thorn; have thrives under your /hadow, difſettlement! and 
divihon, diſcontent and dif-fatisfa&ion, together with real dangers to 
the whole, has been more multiplied within theſe five Ifonths of your 
Sitting, than in ſome Tears before. 

Foundations have been alſo laid for the future renewing the Troxbles 
of theſe Nations, by all the Enemies of it «broadand at bome; Let not 
theſe words ſeem too ſharp, for they are. true, as any Mathematical 
Demonſtrations are or canbe; I ſay,the Exemies of the Peace of theſe 
Nations abroad and at h-me, the diſcontented humors throughout 
thele Nations, which I think no man will gradg to call by that name, 
or to make to allude ro Briars and Thorns, they have nouriſhed them- 
ſelves under your ſbadow. 

And that I may'be clearly underſtood, they have taken the opportu- 
nitics from your Sitting, fromthe hopes they had , which with caſic 
conjeture they might take up, and conclude, tat there would be no 
Settlement, and therefore they have framed their Deſegnes, preparing 
{or the execution of them accordingly. 
| Now whether ( which appertains not to me'to judge of on their 

behalf ) they had any occafion miniſtred for this; and. from whence 
they had it, I kit not to make any ſcrutiny or ſearch, but1 will {ay this, 
I-thinkthey had them not from me, I am ſure they had nor; from 
whence they had it is not my buſineſs now to diſcourſe, but that they 
had, is obviousto every mans ſenſe. 

Wiat preparations they have made to execure in ſuch a ſea fon as 
they thought fir to take their opportunity from, that I know ( not 
as men know things by conje&ure , but )- by certain demonſtrable 
knowledg, that they havebeen ( for ſometime palt ) furniihing them 
ſelves with .1r»2s, nothing doubting, . but that they ſhould have aD ay 
forit; and verily belicying, that whatſoever their former diſappoint» 
ments were, theyihoutd Have moredorie for them by and from our own 
Diviſions, than they wereableto do for themſelves. I do not, aid I 

defire to be underſtood 1o, that in all Thave to fay of this ſubject, you 
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of Gueſt and Suſpition, with things of FaF,. but the things I am tellin 
are of Fat, things of evident dempnſiration. | 

+ Theſe Weeds, Briars and Thorns,they have been preparing, and have 
brought their Deſigns to ſome maturity, by the advantages given to 
them, as aforeſaid, from your Sitting and Proceedings; but by the wa- 
king ey that watched over that Cauſe that God will bleſs, they have 
been, and yet are disappointed. . And having mentioned that Cauſe, I 
fay that ſighted Cauſe, Let me ſpeakafew words inbehalf thereof 
(though it may ſeem too long adigreiſion) Whoſoover defſpiſcth it, 
anJ wall ſay it is Non ({a»/a pro Canſa, the all-ſcarching cy before 
mentioned will find out that Man , and will judge him, as one that 
rezardeth not the Works of God, nor the operations of his hands , for 
which God hath threatened to ca't men down and not build them up , 
thit becauſe he can diſpute , and tell us, He knew not where the Cas/e 
begun, nor where it is, but modcileth1t according to his own intel- 
leR, and ſubmits notto to the appearances of God in the World , there- 
fore he lifts up his heel againſt Ged, and mocketh at all his providences, 
laughing at the obſervations made up not without Reaſor, and the 
Scriptures, but by the quickening and teaching Spirit, which gives 
life to the other, calling luch o&/eyvations Enthuſiaſins .. Suck men, 1 
fay, no wonder if they ſtumble and fall backward, and be broken , and 
ſnared, and taken by the things of which thcy are ſo maliciouſly and 
wilfully ignorant. The Scriptures ſay , The Rod hasa voice, and he 
will make himſelf known, and. he will make himſelf known by the 
Judgements which he executeth ; and do we not think he will, and 
does, by the providences of mercy and kindneſs which he hath for his 
People, and for their jult Libertics , whom he loves as the Apple of his 
Ey 2 Doth he not by them manifeſt himſelt? And is he not thereby 
alſo ſeen, giving Kingdoms for them,giving Men for them, and People 
for their lives? As. it is in the 43. of [/aiah. Is not this as fair a 
LeAure, and as clear {pcaking, as any thing our dark reafon left to the 
Letter of the Scriptares can collet from them? By this voice has 
God ſpoken very loud on the behalf of his People, by judging their E- 
nemies inthe late War, and reltoring them a {5berty to worthip with 


the freedom of their Coxſciences, and frezdom in thew Eſtates and Per- . 
ſons when they do ſo. And thus we have found the Cauſe of God by - 
the Works of God, which are the Teftimony of God, upon wry, | 


Rock,wholoever Flirs ſhall ſuffer ſhipwrack, | 
_ Bur 1t 1s Our Glory, anditis Fine, If I haveanyinthe World, 
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Tis My G ory that, I know 2 C auſe, which yet we haye not loft 2 but 


.do hope we fhall take alittle pleaſure rather to loſe our Lives than loſe, 
But you will excuſe this long digreſlion, ; 
1 fay unto you, whilſt you have been inthe midft of theſe Traxs- 
altions, that Party, that Cavalier Party, (I could wiſh ſome of them 
had thrult in here to have heard what 1 ſay ) the Cavalier Party have 
been deſigning and preparing to put this Nation in blond again with a 
witneſs ; but becauſe I am confident there are none of that Sort here, 
therefore I ſhall ſay the leſs to that z onely this I muſt tell you, they 
have been making great preparations of Arms, and, I do believe, will 
be made evident to you that they have raked out many thouſands of 


 Ams,even all that this City could zfford, for divers Months laſt paſt. 


Bur it will be ſaid, May we not arm Our fſelyes for the Defence of 
our Houſes ? will any bodie find fault for that ? No, for that, the reax- 
ſon of their doing ſo hath been as explicit , and under as clear proof, as 
the fat ot doing ſo, for which I hope, by the 7«ſtice of the Land, ſome 
will, in the face of the Nation , e»/wer it with theirlives, and then 
the buſineſs will be pretty well out of doubt... ES | 

Banks of Money have been framing for theſe, and other ſuch like 
uſes ; Letters have been iſſued , with Privie Seals, to as'great Perſons 
asmoſt are in the Nation, forthe advance of Moneys, which have been 


_ &iſcovered to Us by the perſons themſelves ; Commiſſions for Regs- 


ments of Horſe and Foot, and ( ommandof Caftles , have been likewiſc 
given from Charls Stxart, fince your Sitting ; and what the general 
inſ6lencies of that party have been, the honeſt people have beenſen- 
ſible of, and can very well teſtify, | 
- It hath not been onely thus ; but as in a 2uinzie or Plarifie , 
where the humor fixcth in one part, give it ſcope, it will gather to that 
place, to the hazarding of the whole,'and ir is natural to do fo, till it des. 
ilroy nature, in that Perſox on whomſocver this befals, eg 
So ltkewiſe will thoſe diſca/es take accidental Cauſes of aggravation ' 
of their diſtemper ; and this was that which I did aſſert, that they have 
taken eLecidemral Cauſes, for the growing and increaſing of thoſe Dis- 
tempers, as much as would have been jn the natural body , if ney 
remedy were not applied, And indeed, things were come'to that paſs | 
(in of which [ ſhall give you aparticular acconnt) that no mor» 
tal Phyſician, if the Great Phyſician had not ſept in, could have cured* 
the DsFtemper. [ Aly, 


(8) 

peat a and deſtruRtive.; and- what is all this? Truly I muſt nceds (ay, 
company of MEN ſill, like Br;ars and T horys . a; worle, if worſe 

D be, of Os ſort than thoſc before mentionedto you, have been, 

.Jetare, Fe Spdearoping to put Us into Zh, and into Confrſien, more 


{M4 Cevfaſir than Englardever yet law. 

» 3s when, Gideon commanded his Son to fall upon 

#4, to {la them, they thought it morenoble to die by 

(4s, than of a S riphng which ſhews, there is ſome 

in the ha»1 by which a man falls : Sois ic ſom latis'a- 

Fran; ra n-wealtch mult periſh, that 1t periſh by Men , and not 
by he and a gat perſons difting lictle from Beaſts.; That it. it njuſt 


* » ſhould ra ther ſuffer from rich mex , than from poor men, 
av Rr Oe: Bies, when they oppreſs, they hve ve notls 1g behind them, 


ie cal arg grown up under your ſhadow; But it 
Apa ve they, done? I nope, though they pretend 
i, hey have had no encourageme. t from, you, 

ut ore, ra uk dat taken'ic,, than that  youhaye adminiſtered any 
x ſodoing, bige 4, , from hopes that this. Par- 
Tp ts , mentioning ſtrange Vores 
id abuſe you. Thus you (ce, what 
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ther theſe priftices were io favorof your Lt66rtte} 5 or teinded to.b8 
get hopes of Prwbe'y gy: eqs yous = ei /n od 
the Army in En , as isbefore expreſſed; and fer vmg it , ancepy 
ting it upon FrokQnerrey , and occaſioning atid necelficting a8 
great«ſt part thetcof in Scor/and«to match itito Exgiand, leavirig 
remainder thereof to have their throgrs cat there , and kindling by rhe 
reſt a Fire in our own boſowr, were for the ad e of Afﬀaits herth 
Let the World judg? BE RR tot ne IIS = 
This I tell you alſo, that the corteſpondeney Held with the Interdlt 
of the Cavaliers, by that Party of men called Levellers, and who calls 
themſelves Common-wealths.men ; whoſe Declarations were tamed 
to that purpoſe, and ready tobe publiſhedat the time of lictr Common» 
riſing, wheteof We are poſſeſſed, and for which ## have the (nfefiox 
of themſelves, now 1n cuſtody ; who cohifels alfo they bmlt | - 
| hopes upon the afſurance they had of the Pr liaments not agreemy. 4 
Settlement : Whether theſe humors have not noittiſhed themſelves 
under your Bowghs, is the tubjcR of thy preſent diſcoutle, and T think 
I fay not amiſs it I affirm it to be ſo. | GE 
And I mult ſay it again , That that which hath'beir their, a vans 
tage, thus to raiſe ditwrbdnce, hath been by the loſs; of thoft Gus 
opportunities, that God hath put into your hands fo $ ot tlehient, adgt 
you whether theſe things were thus or no, when' you firſt ſat down, 
I am ſure things were not thus, there was a'very great Peace , and le= 
dateneſs, throughout theſe N ations, arid great expeRtations of « hippy 
Settlement , which 7 remembered to'yon at the © nl & Of mY 
Sp:ech, and hoped that you would have entered upon your cls 
as you found it, dt dation eh Alc 
There was a GOVERNM8NT in the poſſeſſion of the People, 7 
ſay a GOVERNMENT in the poſſeſſion of the People, for many 
Months , it hath now been cxerciſed neat fifteen Months; 508 Fit 
were necdful that 7 ſhould tell you, how it came int6 their PoſſeſSong 
and how willingly they received it, How all Law and ?#fce were dls 
ſtributzd from it, in every refpeR; as to life, liberty avid e 
was owned by God, as being the Diſpenfation of his Providence , aft 
twelve yeats War, and ſealed and: Witneſedunto' by che Prop, 
ns 


/ERNNE NT £43 Ub bv $36 
(fon kaow 7rook no notice whar yon ae IE PEI. og 
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acd) urifo you in 
Flace, and therefore 7forbeat,” © © | mt 
- When you-were cntered upoir thisGoy 
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2foxs for the good of the People of theſe Nations, for the Settling of 
ch: matters im things of Religion as would have wphe/d4-and giten 
#uktenance toa Godly Minifter y , and yet would have giver a juj# 
libertie to Godly men of different Judgements, men of the ſame Faith 
with them that you call the Qrthodox Miniſtery in England, .as-it is 
well known the [ndependents.arc , and many under the Form -of Ba» 
8:i/», who are ſound1n the Faith.,, onely may perhaps be: different in- 
udgement in ſome lefler matters, yet as true Chriftia»s, both looking 
at Salvation, oxely by faith inthe bloud of Chriſt , men. profe'i ng the 
fear of God, having recourte to the N ame of God, as ro a ſtrong T ower,; 
I fay you might have had Opporraxity to have ſettled Peace and Qnzet- 
"4 amongit all profeſſing GeaZineſ7 , and mtyht have been inftrumen- 
at, H.not to have healed the breaches, yet to have kept the Godly of 
gll udgements from running one upon another , and by keeping them 
from being over-run by a Common Enemie, rendered them and theſe 
Nations, both ſecure, happy, and well ſatisftcd. 

. Arc thels things done? or any thing towards them ?-1s there not 
yet upon the Spirits of men altrange izch? Nothing will ſatisfie them, 
unlcls they Can . put their.finger upon their, Brethrens Conſciences , to 
pinchthem there.” To.dothis was no part of the Conteſt we had with 
the Common Adverſary ; for Religion was not the thing at the firlt 
contelted for; but God brought it to that iſſue at laſt, and gave it unto 
Us by way of Redzndarcie, and at laſt it proved to be that which was 
moſt deax.to us 4. and wherein conliſted this » More than mm « brain:ng 
Liberty.from the Tyranny of the Biſhops, to all Species of Proze- 
pants, to worſhip God according.to their.own Light and Conſcierces? 
or want of which, many of our Brethren forſook their Native Coun- 
tres, toſeck their Bread from Stran gers,and to live 11 Howling 1 Id- 
er%eſſes; and for which allo, many that remained here, were impriſonea, 

 andotherwiſe ab#/ed, and made the ſcorn of the Nation. 

Thoſe that wereſound in the Faith, how proper was it for them to !3- 
bor for Zsberty, for a juſt Ziberty,that men ſhould not be trampled upon 
for their (o»/ciences?had not they, labored but lately under the weight of 
Perſecutions, & was it fit for them to fit heavy upon others? is it ingenu. 


ous toask liberty, and not to give it>, whar greater Hypocrific, than for 
thofe who wer. 


| wn oppreſſed by the B:bops, to becom the greateſt Oppreſ- 

forr themſelves, [1 ig as their yoke was removed ? -7 could wiſh that 
they who call for liberty, nowalſo; had nottoo much of that Spirir, if 
the power-were intheir hands. -- © Nr Hl 
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Contentions Railers, Evil Speakers, who ſeek by evil words to corrupt 
good manners, perions of looſe Converſations, puniſhment from the Civil 
Magiſtrate oaght to mect with them, becauſe if theſe pretend Con- 
ſcience, yet walking drsorderly, and not according, but contrary to the 
Goſpel, and even to n»atwral light, they are judged of all, and their Sins 
being. open , wakes them ſubjets of the Magiſtrates Sword , who 
enght not to bear it in vain. os 
The Dsſcipline of the Army was ſuch , that a man would not be 
ſuffered to remain there, of whom we could rake notice he was guilty 
of ſuch Prattices as thele : And therefore how happy would England 
. have been, and You, and /, if the Lord had led you on to have ſettled 
upon ſuch good accounts as theſe are, and to have disconntenanced ſuch 
practices as the other, and left men in d1/mutable things free to their 
own Conſciences, which was wcll provided for by the Govt R w-+ 
2k NT, and Liberty lcft to provide againſt what was apparently evil. 

'\udge you, whether the coxteſting for things that were pruvided 
ſorby this GOVERNMENT hath been Profitable expence of time for 
the good of theſe Nations? by means whereof, you may ſee you have 
wholly elapſed your time, and done jult nothing. 

7 will fay this to you in tchalfof the long Parliament, that had 
fuch an Expedient as this Goy E RK Nw & N T beenpropoſed to them, 
and that they could Fave feen the Cauſe ot God thus provided for, and. 
had by debates been enlightened inthe grounds by which the Difficsl- 
tics might have been cleared, and the realon of the whole enforced, 
the circumltarices of T im7e and Per/oxs , with the Temper and Diſpoſi- 
tion of the People, and Affairs both Abroad and at Home, when it was 
undertaken, well weighed, { as well as they were thought to love their 
Seats) / think in my conſcience that they would have proceeded in 
another manner than you have done , and not have expoſed things to 
thoſe D 5fficulties and Hazards they now areat, nor given occafion to 
Jeave the People ſo disſcriledas now they are, who 7 dare fay, in the 
lotereſt, and molt judicious part of them, did expet, not a 2ueſtion- 
ing , but a Doing things in perſuance of the GOVERNMENT , and if 
Tbe not mis-informesd, very many of you came up with this Satisfa- 
flion, having had time enough to weigh and conſider the fame. 

And when 1 ay, ſuch an Expedient as this GOy® RNygENT 1s, 
wherein] dare aflert thereis a juſt Liberty tothe People of God, and 
the juſt Rights of the Pcoplein theſe Nations provided for, / can put 
' the iſſue thereofupon-the Cleare/t Reaſon, whatſoever any go-about to 
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But this not being the timeand place of fuch an Hverment, for (1- 
tisfation fake herein, enough is faid 1n a Book, intituled, A Trae State 
of the Caſe of the Common-wealth, 8c. publiſhed in far. 1653. ( And 
for my ſelf, 1 deſire not to keepit an hour longet than 7 may preſerve 
England in its 7uſt i a , and may Prote# the Pcople of God in 


ſuch a juſt Liberey of their Conſciences, as 2 have already mentioned ) 
And thereſore if this Parliament have judged things to be otherwife 
than as I have ſtated them, it had beenhuge Friendlimeff between per. 
ſons that had ſuch a Reciprocation , and inſo great Concernments to the 
publick , for them to have convinced me in what particulars therein 
my error lay, of which I never yet had a word from you. But if inſtead 
thercof, your time has been ſpent in Serting wp ſomwhat elſe upon an- 
other bottom than this ſtands, that looks as if a laying grounds of a 
«arrel had rather been deſigned, than to givethe People Settlement; 
if it be thus, its well your Labors have not arrived to any maturi:y 
at all. 

This Government c:lled you hether, the Conſtitution whereof be- 
ing ſ0limited, A fingle Perſon and a Parliament, and this was thought 
molt agreable to the Genral ſence of the Nation, having had experience 
en by tryal of other Concluſions , judging this molt likely to 
avoid the extreams of Monarchy on the onehand , and Democracy on 
the other, and yet not to found D ominiam in gratid, And if ſo, then 
certainly to make iz more than a Nation , it was requiſit that it ſhould 
beas it is in theGovERNMENT , which puts it upon a true and equal 
Ballance. Tt has been already fubmitced to the Judicious honeſt Peo- 

le of this Nation, whether the &afance be not equal, and what their 
udgement is, is viſis/e by Subrmfſionto it, by ating upon it, by re- 
ſtraining their Truftees from meddling with ic : and 1t neither asks 
nor necds any better ratification. But when Truſtees in Parliament 
hall by Experience find any cvil inany parts of the Government , reicr- 
edby the Government it ſclf to the Conlideration of the Protettor and 
P arliawent (of which timeit (cif will be thebeſt Difcoverer) how can 
it be rcaſonably-imagined , that a Perſon or Perſons coming in by E/8- 
ion, and ſtanding underiuch Obkgations, and fo limited, and ſo nece(- 
ſitated by-Oath to Gevern, for the P coplesgood, and to make their 
love; undex God, the beſt under-propping , and: his belt intereſt to him, 
how can it, I ſay, beimagin:d, tharthe preſent or ſucecding 'P'xo7T x. 
GC TORS, Willrefuſe-to agrees alter any ſuch thing in! the Goys wwe 
Mz NT. that may be foundto be for the. good of the Per ple, or to re- 
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too much to the ſingle Perſon ( And althouzh for the preſent, the 
| keeping up, and having in His Powerthe /iria ſeems the moi hard, 
yet it it ſhould be yichled up atſuch a time as this, when there is as 
much need to keep this Caus Et by it ( which is moſt evident at this 
time impugned by all the Enemies of it) as there was to get it , what 
would becom of all ? Or it it ſhonld not be equally placed in him and 
the Parliament, but yiclded-up at any time, it determins his power, ci- 
ther for doing the good he ought, or hindring Parliaments from per, c- 
tuating themſelves, or from impoſing what Religions they pleaſe on 
the Conſciences of men, or what Government they pleaſe upon the Na- 
tion, thereby ſubjeRing us to Disſettlement, 1n every Parliament, and 
to the deſperate conſequences thereof ; and if the Nation ſhali happen 
to fall into a blefled Peace, how. cably and certainly., will their charge 
be taken off, an;] their Forces be disbanded, and then where will the 
danger be to have the 41/:r5a thus ſtated? | 
MW hat if I ſhould ſay, If there ſhould be a disproportion or disequa- 
lity as fo the power, it is on theother hand, and if thisbe ſo, wherein 
have you had, cauſe to quarrel * What Demonſtrations have you held 
forthto ſettle Me to your opinion? would you had made me ſo happy 
as to Jet me have known your Groxnds, I haye made a free and inge- 
nuc us confeſſion of my Fauh to you, and I could have wiſhed it had 
been in your hearts to have agreed. that ſome friendly and cordial de- 
bates might-have: been towards mutual Conviction ; was there 'none 
amongſt you to move ſuch a thing ? Nofrneſsto liſten to: it > No de- 
fire of a right underſtanding? It1tbe notfolly in Me to liſten to Fown-' 
talk, ſuch things have been propoſed; and: reje&ed., with tifneſs and 
feverity,once-and againz. Was 1t not Itkely to havebeen more advanta-' 
gious to the goad of this Nation? 1 will fay- this to. you for My ſelf, & to: 
that I have my Conſcience as a thouſand Witneſſes; and I have my com- 
fortand contentmentin it,andi haverhe:Witneſs of Divers here; that 
I think.trvely feorn to-Qwn mein a Lic, that: I would not have been' 
aycrie to any alteration, of the good of which I might have been'icon- 
vinced , although I could not have agreed tothe taking it ofthe Foun- 
Avon on which it-ſtands, &v..T he acceptaztion” aud conſent 'of the 
40PTe, - 
I will not prefage what youhave: been about; or doing in-all this 
time, or do] love to make Comjeeres, but I muſtteNl/you this,” That” 
asI undertook this Goverment inthe ty of my heart; and asbe- 
fore God, and to dq thepattof an.honelt man, and to'be true-to the 
Ineeralk wh ALLEY 0 CISNO6/H OEATD I): | id | | 
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not alwaies underſtood what God in his wiſdom may hide from Us, as 
to Peace and Settlement ) So I can ſay, that no particular Intereſt, ci- 
ther of my Self, Eftate, Honoxr, or Family, arc, or have been prevalent 
with me to this Undertaking. 3% 

For if you had upon the old Government offered to me this one, this 
one thing, I ſpeak, as thus adviſed, and before God, as having been to 
this day of this opinion, and this hath been my conſtant 7#dgement, 
well known tainany that hear me ſpeak, if this one thing had been 1n- 
ferted , that one thing, that this Government ſhould have been, and 

laced in my Family Hereditary I would haverejeRted it, and | could 

ave done no other, according to my prelent ({oawſcience and Light ; 1 
will tell you my reaſon, hon [ cannot tell what God will dv with 
Me, nor You, nor the Nacion, for throwing away precious opportunt 
ties committed to U S, 

This hath been my Principle, and Iliked it when this Gove-nment 
came brit to be propoſed to me, That it put Us off that Hereditary way, 
well looking, that asGod had declared what Goyz nnmanT hs had 
delivered over to the Fews, and placed it upon ſuch perſons as bad be:n 
ioftrumental for the { ondut and Deliverance of his People ; And con- 


ſidering that promiſe in þ wp That God would give Raters as at the 
e 


firſt, and Indges as at the beginning, I did not know, but that God 
might begin , and though at preſent with a moſt unworthy Perſon, yet 
as tO the future, it mig!it be after this manner, and I thought this might 
uſher it in. I ag ſpeaking as ro my 7udgemert againſt making it Hereai- 
tary,to have men cho{en for their Love ro Godzand to Trath, and Iuſtice, 
and not to have it Hereditary ; for as it is in Eccleſiaſtes Who knoweth 
whether he may beget a Fool or Wiſe, honeſt or not, what ever thzy be 
mult-come in upon that account, becauſethe Government is made a 7 4- 
trimony. | 
And this I do perhaps declare with too much Zarneſtneſ?, as being 
my own Concernment, and know not what Place it may have in your 
Hearts, and of the gaddpeople inthe Nation, .but however it be, I 
Have comfort in this my truth and plainneſs. 
. Thavethustold.you my:thoughts, -which-truly I have declared to 
| _ youlnthetearof God, as knowing he will not be mocked, and inthe 
| trength of God, as kgowing and rejoycing that I am kept in my (peak- 
| ing ; eſpecially.whep I do not form or frame things' withoun the com* 
| paſs of the /»tegrity, and Honeſty, that my own-Corfrience gives me not 
| e dat fay, and thenin whatlI fay I can rejoyce, 
| ward ortywotoyou,'Ot.that 1 mult profeſs-1nthe 


, 
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nam$ of the ſame Lord, anlwih thie there had been io cauſe that I 
ſhould have chus ſpoken'to you, and though I have told you, that I 
came with [oy the firft time,” with ſome regret the ſecond, that now [- 
ſpeak'with moſt regret of all. ; | 
I look upon rename. among'you many perlons, that I could 


lay down my life individually for, 1 conld through the grace of God, 
deſire to lay down my life for you; So far am I from having an unkind 
or un-Chriſtian heart towards you, in your particular capacities. 

I have that indecd as a work moſt haul was upon 4c, I conſulted 
what mi;htbe My Daty in ſuch a Daygs this, caſting up all Conſider. 
atBns. I muſt confefs, asI told you, chat I did think occaſionally this 
Nation hath /#ffered extreamly in the reſpets mentioned, as alſo in the 
Du appointments of their ExpeAations of that Z«ftice that was due to 
them by your ſitting thuslong ; and what have you brought forth? 

I did not, nor cannot apprehend what itis, ( I would beloth to call 
It a Fate, that were too Paganifha Word ) but thereis ſomething in it, 
that we have not our ExpeRtations. 

I did think alſo for my ſelf, that I am liketo meet with Diffcwulrice, 
and that this Nation will not (as it isfit it ſhould not ) be de/udedwith 
pretexts of Neceſſity in that great buſineſs of raiſing of money, ard were 
1t not that I can make ſome Dilemmaes upon which torefolve ſome 
things of my Conſcience, */udgement, and Ations , 1 ſhould (ink at the 
very proſpect of my Encounters; ſome of them are general, lome are 
more ſpeczal, ſuppoſing this Cay/e, or this B«ſineſs mult be carried on, 
either it.is of .God, or of fan, ifitbeof Man, 1 would I hid never 
touched it with a finger ; 1f 1 had not had a hope fixed in Me chat this 
Caxſe, andthis £x/inef ts of God; I would many years ago have run 
{rom it.' If it be of God, he will bear it up. If it be of Man, it will 
tumble; as every thing that hath been of man, ſince the World began, 
hath-done,” And what are all our Hiſtories, and other Traditions of- 
aQtions/in former times, but God manitelting bimſelt chat he hata /3a= 
hes and##umbled down, and trampled upon every thing that he hath not 

Planted? And as this is, fo the all-wite God deal with it. 

If this be of humane StraRure, and invention, and it be an old PJ:r- 

tingand-Comtrivance to bring things to this Iſſue, wowar they are not- 
* the bintbs. of ;Providence, then they will tumble, | Blir-if5 the Lord rake 


% 


eaſure 1n-Fng/4xd; and if he. will do Us good, heis ableto bear us up;\ 
Le theditfculties be whatlocver.they will, we. (hall ig.hisStrongthbe' 
7 "ol C | Ip Rn” 
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able to encounter with ther. And I blefs God I haye beeninnred to 
Difficulties, and I.never found Gad failed when I rraftedinhim ; i.can 
laugh and (ing in my heart when I {peak of thele chings to you , or cl(- 
where, And though ſome may think it an hard.ching without P ay- 
liamentary A uthority to raiſe money upon this Mation x yet I havear- 
other Argument to - good pevple of this Nation ,-if they would be 
ſafe, and have no better Principle ;/ whether they prefer the having of 
their Yi, though it be their Deſtr##iox, rather than comply with 
things of necellity ; that will gxcuſe me , but Iſhould wrong my na- 
tive Countrey to ſuppoſe this, , 500 
For I look at the P cople of theſe Nations , as the bleſſing cf The 
- Lord, and they are a People bleſſed by God. They have been fo, and tiey 
will be ſo, by reaſon of that iwmortal/eed,which hath been, & is among (t 
them, thoſe regene:ated ones inthe Land, of ſeveral Judgements , who 
arc all. the Flock of Chriſt,and Lambs of Chriſt, though perhaps under 
many unculy paſſions, and troubles of Spirit , whereby bo give dis. 
quict to themſelves and others ; yet they arc not fo to God, as to Us, 
he isa God of other patience, and he will own the leaſt of truth 1n the 
hearts of his People, and che people being the hlciling of God they wyHl 
not beiſo angry , but they will prefer therr ſafety to-their paſſions, and 
their real ſeeurity to forms, when necedlity calls for ſupplies-; had they 
not well been acquainted with this principle , they had never ſeen this 
day of Goſpe-Liberty. 

But if any man ſball objeR, Itis an caſic thing to talk of neceſſities 
when men create neceſlities ; would not the Lord Preteftor make 
Himſelf great , and his Fanulic great? doth not He make theſe neceſli- 
ties? and then be will come upon the People with this Argument of 
neceſſitic, 

This were ſomething hard indeed, but I have not yet known what 
it 1s to make neceſlitics, whatſoever the Judgements or thoughts of 

men are. And [ fay this, notonely to-this Aﬀembly, but tothe World, 
that that man liveth not, thatcan come to me, and charge me that [ 
have in theſe great Revolutions made neceſſitics ; I challenge even all 
that fear Qod .: And as God hath faid. My glory 7 will not give unto 
another , Let mentake heed, and bo twice adviſed, how they call his 
Revolutions, the.things of God, and his working of things from one 
Period to another, how I fay, they call them necellities of mens crea- 
_ tion, forby ſo daiug they do vilitic and leſſen the works of God , and 
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rob him of his Gloty, which he hath ſaid , he will not give unto another, 
c 


nor ſuffer to be taken from him, We know what God did to Herod 
when he was applauded, and did not acknowledge Go » ; AndGo Þ 
knoweth what he will do with men when they ſhall cafl His Revolu- 
tions, humane Deſigns, and fo derraQt from his Glory, whenthey have 
not been forecaſt, but ſudden Providences in things , whereby Carnal 
and Worldly men are enraged, and under, and-at which many I fear 
(fome good ) have murmured and repiped , becauſe disappointed of 
their miſtaken Fancies ; but ſtill they have heen the wiſe d:{poſings of 
the Alinighty , though Inſtruments Have had their paſſions. and tra'l« 
ties; and I think it 1s an Honor to God to acknowledge the neceſſities 
ro have been of Gods impoſing , when truely they have been ſo , as in- 
deed they have ,” when we take our fin in our aQi'1gs to our ſelves, and 
much more ſafe, than judge things ſo contingent, as if there werenot. 
aGod that ruled the Earth, FO RE | 

We know the Lord hath ponred this Nation from Veſſel to Veſſel; 
tillhe poured it into your Lap, when you came firſt rozether : I am con- 
flcnr, that it came G into your hands , was not judged by you to be 
from Counterfcited, or fejgned neceflity, but by Divine Providence 
and Diſpenſation. And this I ſpeak with more carneſtneſs, becauſe l 
ſpeak for God,, and not for men : 1 would have any man to come and 
tell of the transaQions that have been , and: cf thoſe periods of time, 
wherein God hath made theſe Revolutions, and find where they can fix 
afcigned neceſſity, ok 


- 


1 could recite particulers, if either My ſtrength would ferve Meto 

, or yours to hear ; if that you would revolve the great hand of 
In his great Diſpenfations , you would' find that there 1; ſcarce a 
man that fell off at any period of time when God had any work to do, 
that can give God or his work, at this day, a good word. | 

It was, fay ſome, the cunning of the Lord /ProteRor ( I take it to 
my ſelf} it was the craft of fuch a man, and his plotthat hath brought 
it about. And as they ſay in other Countceys, There arc five or fix cun- 
nang men in England that have kl, they do all theſe things : Oh what 
Blaphemy is this! becauſe men that are without Godinthe Forld, and 


if 


walk not with him, and kow not wharit is to pray, or bz{eve, and to 
receive return; fromGod, agd to be okgn antobb" 

"who F-aky without 4 written Word vain 
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ſoth.' Hath he not givea us |:berty ? nay is it notour dutie to go to the 
Law and to the Teſtimonies, and there we ſhall find that there have been 
impreſſions in extraordinary caſes, as well without the written Word 
as with it, and therefore there is no difference ja the thing thus aſſerted, 
from; truths generally received ,, except we will exclude the Spirie, 
without whoſe concurrence all other Teachings are wy rel He 


doth ſpeak to the Hearts and Conſciences of men, and leadeth them to 
his Law and Teſtimo:ies , and there he ſpeaksto them, and ſo gives 
_themdouble teachings, according to that of Job, God fpeakerh once, 
xeatwice; and that of David, God bath ſpoken once, yea twice have I heard 
rþ4s. Thoſe men that live upog their AZpmp/imu and Sumpſimus, their 
Maſſes and $:rvice- Books, their dead and carnal Worth ip, no marvel 
if they be tirangers to GoJ, and the works of God, and to ſpiritual dis- 
penſations. And becanſe they fay and belieye thus, mult we do (o too ? 
we in this Land have been otherwiſe inſtructed, even by the ord, and 
Works, and Spiris of God..-.., .. 5. - ke 
To ſay that men bring forth theſe things, when God doth them, judg 
ouif God will bear this. I wiſh that every ſober heart, though he hath 
ad temptations upon him of. deſerting this Caus s of God, yer may 
take heed how he provokes, and falls into the hands of the living God by 
ſuch Blaſphemics as theſe, according to the 10th of the Hebrews , If we 
ſon wilfully after that we bave reteived the knowledge of the truth , there 


remains no more ſacrificefor ſin (it was ſpoken to the Jews, that tavin 
profeſſed Chriſt apoltatized from him) what a ? nothing but : 
fearful fallingsnto the haxs of the Living G "" SN KIB! 
., They thatſhall areri&ate to this or that per/ox the contrivances and 
production of: tho mighty. things God hath wrought in the midlt of 
us, and that they have not been the revolutions of Chriſt himſelf, upon 
whoſe Shoulders the GOVERNMENT is Jaid, they ſpeak againſt God, 
and they, fall under his hand wichour a Mediator, that 1s, if we deny the. 
Spirit of Jclus Chiilt the glory cf all his works in the world, by hich 
he Rules.) ISO, and doth adminiſter, and is the Rog of hisRrength, 
we provoke the Mediator ; - And-he may ſay, I'll leave you to. God, }ll 
not intercg.le. for yon, let him tear you to pieces, I'll eave thee tofall 
into Gods hands, thou denieft me my Soveraignty arid. Power gomamit- 
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tdta me, 10 | rcede nor mediate for thee, thau falleſt into the 
ped "the Fd Cod. Therefore whadocye: hu le 4-5 ag 
for, and ay, This mats cunning, and politick, and ſubtil ; tgke heed, 
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gain Tfay, how you judge of -hisrevolutlexs , as the produtts of mens 
inventions, 

1 may bethought to preſs too much upon this Theme, but ? pray God 
it may Rick upon your hearts and mine; the wor/dly minded man knows 
nothing of his, buc is a ranger to 1t, and becauſe of this his Atheiſns 
and murmprings at inſtruments, yea repining at God himſelf, and no 
wonder, conlidering tbe'Lord hath don: \uch things amongſt us as have 
not been known inthe world theie 1009 years, and yet notwithſtande 
10g 1s not owaed by us. | 

There is another neceſſity which yo. have put upon us,, and wehave 
now{ought ; I appeal to God, Angels , and Men, if Lſball gaiſe Money 
according to the Article inthe GOVvB RK NMENT which had power to 
call you hether, and did, and inſtead of ſcaſonable providing for the Ars 
wie, you have labored to overthrow the GoverRnauENT, and the 
Army is now apon Free- 2uarter , and you would neyer ſo much as 
let me hear a tittle from you concerning it, where is the faulc? has it not 
been as if you had had a purpoſe to pur this extremity upon us and the 
Nation? I hope this was not in your minds, I am not willing eo judge 
ſo; but this 1s the ſtate unto which we are reduced : By the Defenror 
{ome inthe Army who arc nowin Cuſtoap, it was deſigned to get as ma« 
ny of them as could, throngh discontent tor want of money, the Army 
being in a Barren Countrey, near Thirty weeks behind in pay, and up- 
on other ſpecious pretences, to march for Eng/andout of Scotland, and 
in discontent to /eiz their Gener/ there, a faithful and honeſt man, that 
ſo anothe- might head the Army, and all this opportunity taken from 
your delays, whether will this be a thing of feigned neceſrity ? What 
could it fignific but that the Army are in 4/contenr already, and wee'l 
make them live upon fores, wee'l make them caſt off their Governira 
and Diſcipline ? Waat can befſaid to this? TI liſt not to unſaddle my ſelf, 
and put the fault upon others backs ; Whether it hath been for the good 
of England whilelt men have been talking of this thing or the other, 
and pretending liberty, anda many good word whether it hath been 
as it ſhould have been? I am confident you cannot think it has, the 
Nation will not think ſo, Andif the worſt ſhould be made of things, 
I know not what the Corni/o men, or the Lincolnſhire men may think, 
-or Other Counties, but I believe they will all think they are not ſafe. 
A temporary ſuſpentfion of caring for the greateſt Liberties and privi- 
ledges ( if it were ſo, which is denied ) would not have been of 
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that damage, that the not providing againft Free Duarter Vath 
' runthe Nation upon. Andif it be my {berry to walk abroad in the 
Fields, or to take a [ourney, yet it is not my wiſdom to do ſo when my 
Howſe is on fire. 

I have croubled you with a long Speech, andTI believe it may not have 
the ſame reſentment with all that ic hath with ſome : But becauſe that 
& unknown to me, I ſhall leave it to God, and conclude with thar, that 
Js think my fclf beund in my Dry to God and the People of theſe 
Nations, to their /afery and poodin ray ONE I think it my duty to 
Ell you, Tharit is not for the profit of theſe Nations, nor for Commer 
and Pwublick good, for You to continue hereany longer, and therefore, 

I do Declare unto yow THAT -I DO DISSOLYE THIS P AR- 
LIAMENT, 


